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Inter-governmental Panel Report on Climate Change

Earth Cannot Sustain Exceeding Number of People,

Impact on Cllmate Change

The streets of Dhaka, Bangladesh
teemed with people in 1994. Thirteen
years later, Bangladesh has a
population of nearly 150 million people.
That might not be so bad, except for
one thing: Bangladesh endures that
many people in a landmass not bigger
than Ohio, USA.

This year, the Inter-governmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) released its
report blaming humans for increasing
temperatures, melting glaciers and
rising seas. IPCC is an international
panel of scientists and researchers
that assess the scienti! c, technical and
socio-economic information relevant
for the understanding of the human-
induced climate change, its potential
impacts, and options for adaptation
and mitigation.

Climate change is a sign that we are
exceeding the number of people
Earth can sustain
-Mr. Tom Waite

Ecologist, Ohio State University
Too many people are
burning too many fossil
fuels, IPCC said. “With
global warming, we
have been able to
create this problem in
the ! rst place because
we have virtually free energy in forms
of fuels. Climate change is a sign
that we are exceeding the number of
people Earth can sustain. Right now,
Earth’s carrying capacity is thought to
be somewhere in the range of 4 hillion
to 5 billion people. However, there
are 6.5 billion of us and we grow by
240,000 every 24 hours”, said Ohio
State University’s ecologist, Mr. Tom
Waite.

Every year, at least 91 million humans
are born in excess of those who die.
That's 1 billion people every 11 years.
However, some argue that we are adept
at adapting, and point to increased
agricultural production and medical
advances that fend of diseases.

Abusy street in

Slowing population growth might not
curb greenhouse gas production if
more people achieve W estern-style
lifestyles
-Mr. Barry Rabe

Political Scientist, University of Michigan
Other ecologists IR
increasingly think of . E
the idea of carrying
capacity in terms of an
ecological ‘footprint’-
the amount of land
that it takes to support
a group of people.
Carrying capacity and ‘footprint’ are
tied to the global economy. “That
leads to a fear that slowing population
growth might not curb greenhouse
gas production if more people achieve
Western-style lifestyles”, said Mr. Barry
Rabe, a University of Michigan political
scientist.

India and China are developing rapidly
and have already affected climate
change. China is opening an average
of one coal-! red power plant a week to
meet the electricity demand. The plants
emit carbon dioxide, a greenhouse
gas. Everyone in China wants their
own apartment and car. That change

aka, Bangladesh
*Photo: Alexander van der Graaf

is going to have a massive effect on the
planet.

How many people the Earth can
sustain depends on whether you want

to live like an Indian or an American
-Mr. Lester Brown

President, Earth Policy Institute
Mr. Lester Brown,
President of Earth
Policy Institute, said
that the sustainability
guestion is a loaded
one. “People ask me
how many people the
Earth can sustain. |
usually respond that it depends on
whether you want to live like an Indian
or an American. For example, farmers
worldwide grow about 2 billion tons
of grain every year. Each American
consumes an average of 1,760 pounds
annually. If everyone consumes that
much grain, Earth could support about
2.5 billion people. But in India, people
consume about 440 pounds each year.
If everyone else did likewise, the world’s
grain could support about 10 billion
people”, he said.

Population, water and food are tied
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G8 Parliamentarians’ Conference Focused on

Investing i HIM/AIDS Prevention and Health

Ms. Ahn Myoung Ock (right), MP (Korea), with other participants at the meeting

Berlin, May 30-31: Recognizing
that parliamentarians play a key
role in advancing the development
agenda, particularly in mobilizing the
necessary support and in holding
government leaders accountable for
their commitments, the Parliamentary
Advisory Committee of the German
Foundation for World Population (DSW)
and the European Parliamentary Forum
on Population and Development (EPF),
convened a meeting of parliamentarians
to create support for the G8’s commitment
to devise a set of actions for the ! ght

against HIV/AIDS
and for Africa’s
development.

The two-day
conference
examined and
_J focused on the

. economic rewards
of investing in HIV/
AIDS prevention
and health, in"uence
of the epidemic in
Africa, prevention
andtreatment, sexual
and reproductive
health issues, and
best practices and
lessons learned in the fight against
HIV/AIDS.

The parliamentarians’ conference
produced a declaration recommending
steps that parliamentarians might
take to promote and to monitor the
implementation of commitments made
by G8 leaders and other donor countries.
It equipped the parliamentarians with
tools and the understanding which are
necessary to ensure that G8 leaders’
promises are kept at key moments
in 2007 at EU and UN levels - in

discussion around the Global Fund on
AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, and the
national budget and policy.

Approximately 80 participants
attended the conference, including
parliamentarians from G8, African and
European countries, panelists, resource
persons, and representatives from
international and non-governmental
organizations such as World Bank,
UNFPA, and International Planned
Parenthood Foundation (IPPF). AFPPD
was represented by Ms. Ahn Myoung
Ock, MP (Korea), and Mr. Osamu
Kusumoto, Secretary General of
Asian Population and Development
Association (APDA). On the occasion,
Mr. Kusumoto presented the statement
of Mr. Yasuo Fukuda, MP (Japan) and
Chair of AFPPD, on Japan’s progress
and its plans for 2008.

Mr. Osamu Kusumoto (right), Secretary-General of APDA

Population, Food and Wate

are Tied Together
continued from page 1

together. Growing 1 ton of grain
requires 1,000 tons of water. As water
is diverted from agriculture to support
growing urban populations, more grain
must be imported. Alternative energy,
touted as possible solution to burning
fossil fuels that generate greenhouse
gases, also adds a factor to the food
equation.

Mr. Waite said this competition for energy
and food will change the landscape. “If
we are to replace our reliance on fossil
fuels and instead grow fuel plants, that
would require setting aside lots of land
to produce ethanol. We don’t have
enough land worldwide to meet those
demands”, he said. Demand for food,
fuel and materials consumes more
trees and crops than those being grown
worldwide. He compares the issue to
a bank account. Humans are already
drawing on the capital rather than the
interest, and once that is exhausted,
they will ! nd Mother Nature reluctant to
make a loan.

*Source: Mr. Mike Lafferty, The Columbus Dispatch
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Lao Parliamentarians’ Orientation

Workshop, Maternal Health Highligh
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Vientiane, May 18-19: The orientation
workshop for Lao Association of
Parliamentarians on Population and
Development (LAPPD) members,
supported by Lao National Assembly,
UNFPA and AFPPD, was opened and
chaired by Mr. Douangdy Outthachak,
Chair of Social and Cultural Affairs
Committee and President of LAPPD.

The sessions of the workshop covered
the updating of LAPPD’s terms of
reference, progress, constraints and
lessons learned in the implementation of

Participants of the orientation workshop

the work plan of 2006;
drafting of the work
plan of 2007; updating
the membership on
the recently passed
National Population
and Development
Policy; prioritizing
maternal health as
the new focus of
2007; and discussion
on the role of National
Assembly members in improving the
reproductive health in Lao PDR.

&

The workshop enabled participants
to become strong advocates for
reproductive and maternal health at
national level and in their constituencies,
contributed to the long term aim of
increasing LAPPD members’ ability
to provide effective oversight and to
improve the communication with their
constituencies. Ms. Mieko Yabuta,
Representative of UNFPA-Lao PDR,
spoke at the workshop.

ted



2nd General Conference of Paci!c Parliamentarians

Parliamentarians Prioritized Youth Issues in the Paci!c

Pacific Parliamentary Assembly on Population and Development
2" Bienniul Meeting: “Safcguarding Pucific Youth

Fonotaga Lona Lua e usuia Lui lua tausuga a k: Fono Acan o P

Fasefika i e Faitau Aofai o Tagata ma Atinae: “Malupuipuia
Talavou a le Pasefika.™

Haotel Kitane Tusitala, Apiv  21-24 May 2007
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Parliamentarians, resource persons and guests at the meeting

The 2nd General Conference of the Pacific Parliamentary Assembly on
Population and Development (PPAPD), held on May 21-25 in Apia, Samoa,
was organized by the Samoan Legislative Assembly, UNFPA, Secretariat of the

Pacilc Community (SPC) and AFPPD.

Safeguarding Paci! ¢ Youth Through
Partnership with Parliamentarians
The conference gathered
parliamentarians from Paci! c countries
to discuss matters of the assembly, to
revisit its goals and operations, and to
strengthen its vision and functions in
the region.

Alongside the general conference, a
thematic conference titled, “Safeguarding
Pacific Youth: Accelerating Actions
Through Partnership with Pacific
Parliamentarians”, was also organized
to discuss and focus on youth issues in
the Paci! c. The conference engaged
the parliamentarians in the discussion
of priority youth issues, and provided
them an opportunity to respond to these
issues to develop plans to work with
development partners and agencies
to strengthen youth initiatives in the
Pacilc.

Mr. Totofuaivalelei Falemoe Leiataua,
Speaker of Samoa and Chair of PPAPD,
opened the conference, together with

Mr. Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi, Prime
Minister of Samoa, and Ms. Luamanuvao
Winnie Laban, Minister for Community
and Voluntary Sector of New Zealand.
The vote of thanks was given by Mr.
Jimmie Rodgers, Director General of
SPC.

A need for dialogue on complex and
sensitive issues faced by the youth
-Mr. Najib Assi!
Representative, UNFPA-Fiji
Mr. Najib Assifi, Representative of
UNFPA-Fiji, urged the Pacific
parliamentarians to pledge their outmost
support, dedication and solidarity to
safeguard the youth of the Pacific.
Speaking at the conference, Mr. Assil
said that those gathered are to be
active champions for the young people.
“If we do not work together, we will
short-change ourselves and jeopardize
our chances of success. There is a
real need for dialogue and greater
understanding among parents, families,
communities, and governments about
the complex and sensitive situations

Left to right: r. Tuilaepa Sailele Malielegaoi, Prime Minister of Samo, Mr. Najib
Assi!, Representative of UNFPA-Fiji, and Ms. Luamanuvao Winnie Laban, Minister

for Community and Voluntary Sector of New Zealand

faced by young people.
By taking concerted
actions to address
these challenges,
governments can meet
their commitments to
young people and
international goals, and
give hope to the world’s
largest generation of
| young people. Five of
the MDGs cover areas
in which young people
are directly involved
and the goals will not
be achieved unless we

)

focus on the youth”, he said.

AFPPD experiences

Mr. Shiv Khare, Executive Director of
AFPPD, shared AFPPD’s experiences
in working with parliamentarians in
supporting youth programmes and he
provided guidance for parliamentarian
advocacy in the
Paci! c. The role of
parliamentarians in
supporting youth
development was
further discussed |,
by Mr. Peter
Kenilorea, Speaker
of Solomon
Islands.

Mr. Shiv Khare

Progress in the Implementation of the
2004 Suva Declaration

Mr. Gary Rogers, Deputy Section Head
of the HIV and STI Section of SPC,
provided an overview of the regional
strategy on HIV/AIDS and its linkages
to the 2004 Suva Declaration. The
progress in the implementation of the
declaration was discussed by Mr. Tim
Sladden, Advisor of UNFPA-Fiji.

=g i . L =
Left to right: Mr. Gary Rogers, Deputy Section Head of the
HIV and STI Section of SPC, Mr. Totofuaivalelei Falemoe
Leiataua, Speaker of Samoa and Chair of PPAPD, Mr.
Jimmie Rodgers, Director General of SPC, and Mr. Tim
Sladden, Advisor of UNFPA-Fiji

Young people must be part of the
solutions and be consulted on future
policy considerations
-Ms. Steve Chadwick
Chair of the Standing Committee on
Women of AFPPD and Chair of NZPPD
A report from
New Zealand
Parliamentarians’
Group on
Population and
Development
(NZPPD) titled,
“Youth Sexual :
Health: Our g+
Heath, Our Issue”,
was presented to
the conference by Ms. Steve Chadwick,
Chair of the Standing Committee on
Women of AFPPD and Chair of NZPPD.
The report was the result of an open
hearing held in December last year

Ms. Ste



which gave ministries, NGOs and health
professionals an opportunity to speak
frankly to MPs about youth sexual and
reproductive health (SRH) issues in New
Zealand. The report calls for a cross-
government approach to improve the
SRH by developing a teenage pregnancy
strategy and establishing a ministerial
taskforce. “Young people must be part of
the solutions and be consulted on future
policy considerations”, she said.

Youth development issues

Asession to highlight youth development
issues from perspectives of the Paci! ¢
youth and to engage parliamentarians’
responses to youth issues in their
respective countries was facilitated by
Mr. Iseye Ndombi, Representative of
UNICEF. A panel presentation from
young members of the Paci! ¢ Youth
Council (PYC) followed.

Active citizenship where young
people are actively involved

-Ms. Jacqueline Koroi (Fiji)

President of PYC

Speaking at the meeting, Ms. Jacqueline
Koroi from Fiji, President of PYC,
highlighted the concept of active
citizenship where young people are
actively involved in in" uencing decision
making that affect their lives. “Paramount
to good governance is the principle
of inclusiveness where the voices,
views and aspirations of all people
are taken into
action. Both are
ways of engaging
young people as
central actors in
the development of
their communities
and country”, she
said.

s. quelinKoro
We need quality education
-Mr. Reginald Kipe (Vanuatu)
Executive Member, PYC
“The quality of education is one particular
aspect of education that is of great
importance. One should question the
kind of education he receives. What
we need is quality education that
makes us think critically and provides
with competency-based skills”, said Mr.
Reginald Kipe from Vanuatu, Executive
Member of PYC. He further emphasized
that state and non-state actors should
work together to provide relevant
education for the marginalized youth.

Traditional culture needs to be
protected by the leaders
-Mr. Jasper Anisi (Solomon Islands)
Executive Member of PYC
Mr. Jasper Anisi from Solomon Islands,
Executive Member of PYC, emphasized

that the youth have
a role to play in
the promotion and
propagation of
cultural diversity.
He suggested
that this could be
done by legislating
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for the protection
and preservation
of traditional
knowledge and customs, and establishing
and strengthening programmes to
educate and generate young people’s
interest in reviving and fostering their
culture and tradition. “Young people
need guidance and encouragement
from leaders of parliament to preserve
their traditional cultures and customs.
Our traditional culture needs to be
protected by our leaders and peace
promotion is something that the leaders
and young people can be partners in”,
he said.

Top (Left to right): Ms. Seletuta Visesio (Samoa), Vice
President of PYC and Mr. Jasper Anisi (Solomon Islands),
Executive Member of PYC; Bottom (Left to right): Mr. Iseye
Ndombi, Representative of UNICEF, and Mr. Reginald Kipe
(Vanuatu), Executive Member of PYC

Responding to youth issues

Mr. Tangata Vainerere, Youth
Development Advisor of SPC, spoke
in the session on responding to the
youth issues in the Paci! ¢c. The session
focused to inform the meeting of youth
programmes in the Paci! ¢, andto engage
parliamentarians in supporting existing
and innovative youth programmes.
Mr. Vainerere
discussed on the
vision and plans
for 2010's Paci! c
youth strategy.

Meanwhile,
examples of youth
programmes
like Adolescent
Health and

Ms. Rulna Latu

Left to right: Mr. Sydney Faasau, Assistant CEO of the Ministry of Women, Mr. Peter Kenilorea,
Speaker of Solomon Islands, Mr. Tangata Vainerere, Youth Development Advisor of SPC,
and Ms. Mereia Carling, Child Protection Oflcer of UNICEF-Fiji

Development (AHD), Commonwealth
Youth Programme (CYP), Talavou
Project, and Protection of Children and
Young People were discussed by Ms.
Rufina Latu, Adolescent Health and
Development Advisor for Joint UNFPA/
UNICEF/SPC Projects; Ms. Afu Billy,
Regional Director of CYP; Mr. Sydney
Faasau, Assistant CEO of the Ministry
of Women; and Ms. Mereia Carling,
Child Protection Of! cer of UNICEF-Fiji
- respectively.

Roles of key stakeholders

The roles of key stakeholders in youth
development and strengthening of
the partnership among stakeholders
to further support youth development
were discussed by Ms. Luagalau
Foisagaasina Eteuati Shon, CEO of
the Ministry of Women, Community
and Social Development; Mr. Sanele
Lavatai, Youth Director of the Methodist
Church; Mr. Seumanutafa Semi Epati,
Assistant CEO for Sports of the Ministry
of Education, Sports and Culture; and
Mr. Apulu Lance Polu, Managing Editor
of Talamua Media.

A greater need for partnership an d
united actions for the development
of future leaders of tomorrow
-Mr. Sanele Lavatai

Youth Director of the Methodist Church
Mr. Sanele Lavatai,
Youth Director of the
Methodist Church,
spoke on the role
of faith-based
organizations in
youth development.
He said, “The
challenge for
faith-based
organizations is to work with other
stakeholders for the community. In a
world torn apart by division and anxiety,
there is a greater need for partnership
and united actions for the development
of future leaders of tomorrow”.

Mr. Sanele Lavatai

PPAPD’s framework for action on youth
initiatives in the Paci! c was endorsed at
the closing session. A media interview
with parliamentarians and a meeting of
PPAPD Executive Committee took place
afterwards.



Increased Investment in SRH Key to Health Security

Geneva, May 14-23: The World Health
Assembly had convened its 60th session
to discuss a number of public health
issues and to adopt two key resolutions
onthe pandemicin"uenza preparedness,
public health, innovation and intellectual
property. Issues discussed included the
application of the International Health
Regulations, smallpox eradication,
non-communicable diseases, better
medicines for children and progress in
the rational use of medicines.

Ms. Margaret Chan, Director-General
of World Health Organization (WHO),
opened the assembly, calling for global
leaders to build a health legacy for
women and the people of Africa. Invited
speakers: Hon. Jens Stoltenberg,
Prime Minister of Norway, addressed
the assembly on issues related to
the MDGs; and Ms. Thoraya Obaid,
Executive Director of UNFPA, spoke
on collaborative activities with WHO
on maternal and child health, and
international global security.

During her keynote address, Ms. Obaid
said that governments have to increase
investments in sexual and reproductive

Left to right: Ms. Margaret Chan, Director-General of WHO;

Mr. Jens Stoltenberg, Prime Minister of Norway; and Ms.
Thoraya Obaid, Executive Director of UNFPA

health to strengthen health systems and
ensure international health security. She
also added that a massive investment is
also required to train health personnels.
She emphasized that no nation can be
developed when women are denied
the right to health and no nation can
progress when large numbers of women
die while giving life.

“Today, poor SRH is a leading cause of
death and disability in the developing
world. As a result, 10 people are newly
infected with HIV in every 10 minutes,

AFPPD in the 4th Central Asia Regional Congresg

Medical Women

Ms. Malinee Sukavejworakit (center), Adviser of AFPPD

Bangkok, June 14-16: Thai Medical
Women Association (TMWA) organized
the 4th Central Asia Regional Congress
(CARC), in a joint collaboration with
the Medical Women’s International
Association (MWIA). The congress,
with the theme “Women in Medicine:
Contribution to Society”, was presided
over the opening ceremony by Her
Royal Highness Princess Mahachakri
Sirindhorn.

The main emphases of the congress
were the critical appraisals of the
problems of health, social situations,
inequalities, and violence on women and

children. Medical
women from various
| cultural backgrounds
exchanged
information, shared
ideas and derived
recommendations
£ to solve these
problems based
on their valuable
experience and
expertise.

Ms. Malinee Sukavejworakit, Adviser
of AFPPD, is the Vice-President of the
Executive Committee of TMWA and an
Advisory Board Member of CARC. She
spoke in a session, “Recommendation
of Medical Women’s Contribution to
Better Societies”. AFPPD facilitated
the participation of a Malaysian MP, Ms.
Siti Sulaiman, and three Vietnamese
MPs, namely: Ms. Truong Thi Thu
Hang, Ms. Pham Thi Thanh Huong
and Ms. Ma Nuoi Ta In. AFPPD was
also represented by Ms. Passawee
Tapasanan, Programme Associate,
and Ms. Pariyaporn Sappapan,
Administrative Associate.

and 3 million people die of AIDS in every
year. Yet, we don’t see in any newspaper
announcing such tragedy”, she said.

Parliamentarians’ participation

The assembly was attended by
delegations from 193 member states. The
International Medical Parliamentarians
Organization (IMPO) sent medical
delegation to the conference: Mr.
Ahmadi Ahmadi, Chair of Iranian
Parliamentarians on Population and
Development Committee (IRPPDC) and
Dr. Anoushirvan Bandpy, MP from Iran;
Dr. Serik Ayaganov and Dr. Amangeldy
Duisekeyev, MPs from Kazakhstan; Dr.
Tan Kee Kwong, MP from Malaysia;
and Dr. Luvsan Odonchimed, MP from
Mongolia. Dr. Prat Boonyawongvirot, MP
(Thailand), Permanent Secretary of the
Ministry of Public Health and Secretary-
General of AFPPD, also attended the
assembly.

Nguyen Van Tien Selected
New MP of Vietham

It is a proud
moment for AFPPD
that one of its
colleagues, Mr.
Nguyen Van Tien,
Executive Director
of the Vietnamese
Association of
Parliamentarians
on Population and
Development (VAPPD), who worked
shoulder-to-shoulder with AFPPD and
UNFPA-Vietnam, had been selected to
be a Member of Parliament in Vietnam.
Mr. Tien recently attended on 9 July the
AFPPD’s National Committee Strategy
Meeting in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

Islamic Conference Discuss
Population Issues

Cairo, June 7-9: An international
conference on “Population Issues in
the Context of Islam” was organized
by the International Islamic Center
for Population Studies and Research
(IICPSR). The conference focused on
gender issues, reproductive health and
rights, adolescents’ health, HIV/AIDS
and MDG from the Islamic perspectives.
AFPPD facilitated the participation of
2 Muslim leaders from Thailand, Mr.
Abdulaziz Chemamat, Vice-President
of the Islamic Committee, and Mr. Virul
Pornpatkul, Director of Narathiwas-
Rachanakharin Hospital.

ed



UNFPA State of th&Vorld Population Report 2007

Mr. Sultan Aziz

Daeku, Korea

Recognize the value of women in the
society.

Planned Population Federation of Korea
(PPFK) and UNFPA organized the
launch of State of the World Population
report with Dr. Park Cheng Hwan,
former Dean of the Medical College of
Daeku University, chairing the session
and Mr. Sultan Aziz, Director of the
Asia and Paci! ¢ Division of UNFPA,
presenting the report. According to the
report, South Korea is found to have the
lowest infant mortality rate in the world
— recorded at 3 per 1,000 births as of
the end of 2006. The ! gure re"ects a
signi! cant improvement from 45 back
in 1970, according to the South Korean
Welfare Ministry.

Meanwhile, the country’s fertility rate
stood at 1.19, far below from the 2.56
average of the UN. “If you want to
increase the fertility rate in your country,
you also have to properly recognize the
value of women in the Korean society,
as they are raising the next generation”,
Mr. Aziz told a press brie! ng. South
Korea’s low fertility rate, coupled with
its transition into an aging society, is
expected to drag the country’s potential
economic growth rate down to two-
percent range in the 2020s if the trend
continues, according to the Korea
Development Institute.

Banagkok.

Thailand
Governments should
improve their policies
on helping the urban
poor Ry
At the launch of the

governments

“Ify ouw anttoincrease the
fertilit yrateiny ourcountry ,
you also ha ve torecogniz e
the value of women, as
they are r aising the next
generation. Low fertilit y
rate drags a country’ s
potential economic growth

rat e down.”

Mr. Sultan Aziz
Director of Asia and Paci!c
Division, UNFPA

developing nations in Asia to improve
their policies on helping the growing
urban poor. Mr. Garimella Giridhar,
Representative of UNFPA-CST,
Bangkok, said that massive urban
growth in Asian cities is imminent and
unavoidable, and governments could
do better than just trying to drive poor
people out.

Thailand’s urban population jumped to
50.9 percent in 2006 said Mr. Yongtanit
Pimonsathean from Thammasat
University. He added that the country’s
urban culture had changed in recent
years and the number of foreign
workers had doubled from 2002 to
2006. Ms. Somsook Boonyabancha,
Director of Community Organizations
Development Institute, stressed that in
order to achieve good urbanization, the
government needs to let communities
participate in decision making.

Canberra, Australia
Emphasize the positive side of
urbanization

Academics, students, parliamentarians
and representatives from the diplomatic
community attended the launch of
the report, hosted by Parliamentary
Group on Population and Development
(PGPD). Mr. Bob McMullan, Shadow
Minister for Overseas Development,

o f sook Boonyabancha, Director of Community Organizations Development Institute

m:m state of wo
e : Unleashing t

Majority of the |

and Mr. Mal Washer, Chair of PGPD,
welcomed the guests and spoke about
the report. Mr. lan Howie, Representative
of UNFPA-Vietnam, launched the
report emphasizing the positive side of
urbanization, particularly the opportunity
for the poor to lift themselves out of
poverty.

The launch was followed by a seminar
on infrastructures, renewable energy
options, energy efficient buildings,
polycentric cities, and safety of children
in cities, with speakers and experts
such as Ms. Kath Wellman, Associate
Professor of the Center for Developing
Cities in the University of Canberra; Mr.
Ray Prowse, Manager of the Center
for Sustainable Energy Systems in
the Australian National University;
Mr. Tom Snow, Executive Director of
Canberra International Airport; Mr.
Chris Johnson, Executive Director of

Mr. Bob McMullan MP (left), Shadow Minister for Overseas
Development, and Mr. lan Howie (right), Representative of
UNFPA-Vietnam
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e Potential of Urban Growth

Urbanites Below

the Cities and Centers of New South
Wales' Department of Planning; and
Mr. Paul Tranter, Senior Lecturer of the
School of Physical, Environmental and
Mathematical Sciences in the University
of New South Wales — respectively.

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Launch of the report widely covered

by media

The report was launched in a press
conference which was widely covered
by both electronic and print media. Mr.
Pornchai Suchitta, Acting Representative
of UNFPA-Bangladesh, released the
report. As a follow-up of the report, the
Department of Population Sciences in
the University of Dhaka organized a
roundtable discussion on the present
and future plans for Dhaka.

and Mr. Nurul Ameen (center), Assistant Representative

UNFPA-Bangladesh of! cials: Mr. Pornchai Suchitta (2nd from right), Acting Representative,

Population Will Live in Cities

I'l IF

STATE OF Wd iR -7 TTTULATION wut

Mr. Mohamed Abdel-Ahan (2nd from right) at the launch

Tehran, Iran
Maintaining the forum of
urbanization
Considering the theme of the report
on urbanization, this year’s seminar
was organized by UNFPA, the Iranian
government and Tehran University.
The seminar was attended by around
80 participants from UN agencies,
academies, NGOs, media and the
government. The seminar was opened
by Mr. Knut Ostby, Resident Coordinator
of UN. The seminar addressed a variety
of issues — including opportunities
allenges faced by the urban
p lation; young urban population
structure and their needs such as
employment, housing, health and
education; multi-sectoral nature of
urban management; migration and
environment.

dialogue on

Ms. Razeqi, student of Tehran University,
presented the “Voice of Young People”.
She talked on the pros and cons of living
in big cities from a youth perspective and
focused on challenges that she faced
while migrating from a small provincial
town to a mega-city. Mr. Mousavipour,
Advisor to the Mayor and Director of
Urban Development in Tehran, gave
an account of the history of Tehran’s
development and the challenges faced
by the city. “Urbanization in Iran” was
the theme of the presentation by Mr.
Habibollah Zanjani from the Center
for Urban Development Studies of
the Ministry of Housing and Urban

UNFPA-India

; ; [0
Mr. Jaipal Reddy (center), Minister for Urban Development; Mr. Nesim Tumkaya (right),
Representative of UNFPA-India; and Ms. Ena Singh (left), Assistant Representative of

Development, followed by a presentation
by Mr. Rahmatollah Seddigq from
the Sociology Department of Tehran
University who talked on socio-cultural
challenges of living in mega-cities. Mr.
Mohamed Abdel-Ahan, Representative
of UNFPA-Iran, made a concrete
recommendation for maintaining the
forum of dialogue on urbanization.

The media widely covered the event.
A live TV interview with Mr. Abdel-
Ahan was aired, where he talked
the importance of urbanization, the
main message of the report, common
misconceptions, the need for proactive
measures by policymakers and the role
of international organizations.

New Delhi, India
Urbanization due to popul
growth

The report said that 28 percent of the
Indian population lives in urban areas
while more than half of urban residents
live in slums. By 2030, the country’s
urban population is projected to rise to
40 percent of the total population and
its rate for urbanization will be faster
than the world — 2.5 percent against the
world’s 1.9 percent.

ation

Mr. Nesim Tumkaya, Representative of
UNFPA-India, dismissed the concept that
rural migration is driving urbanization.
“Urbanization is happening more due
to the natural rate of population growth
than increased migration”, he said. Mr.



Left to right: Mr. William Ryan, Information Of! cer for Asia and Paci! c of UNFPA; Ms. Hou Yan, Deputy Director General
of the National Development and Reform Commission’s Social Development Department; Mr. Bernard Coquelin, Repre-
sentative of UNFPA-China; Mr. Duan Chengrong, Professor in People’s University; and Mr. Zhang Bing, a migrant from

Tianjin, China

Tumkaya stressed that urbanization
is inevitable, positive and important
for development, and there should
be more imaginative and pragmatic
response to address the current and
future challenges. Mr. Jaipal Reddy,
Minister for Urban Development, said,
“The process of urbanization should be
considered irreversible but ample care
should also be taken of the poor who
migrated from the villages in search for
better options”. Migration is a natural
process as people move for better
opportunities so planners should work
to develop the small towns. He pointed
that in view of the rapid rise in urban
population, more emphasis should be
given to the development of cities.

Beijing, China

Exchange of experiences on climate
change

China’s cities, growing by 18
million people a year, are leading
an unprecedented demographic
transformation. China will cross that
threshold within the next decade, largely
due to an immense tide of migration
from rural areas that has dramatically
changed the country. The country’s
growth trend is a legacy of past efforts
to restrict migration. Between 2005 and
2030, China’s urban inhabitants are
projected to increase from 560 to 910
million - from 24 to 64 percent of the
total population.

The report recommends integrating
local, regional and national efforts to
mitigate the environmental impact of

of UNFPA-Pakistan

Left to right: Mr. Raja Javed Ikhlés, Nazim of Rawalpindi; Ms. Sarod Lashari, Additional
Secretary of the Ministry of Population Welfare; and Ms. France Donnay, Representative

urbanization in cities, and calls for an
exchange of experiences on how to
protect cities against impacts of climate
change. China’s coastal areas that
are vulnerable to rising sea levels are
heavily urbanized.

Discussing these issues at a press
conference were Mr. Bernard Coquelin,
Representative of UNFPA-China; Mr.
Duan Chengrong, Professor in People’s
University; Ms. Hou Yan, Deputy Director
General of National Development
and Reform Commission’s Social
Development Department; and Mr.
Zhang Bing, a rural migrant in Tianjin
whose story is featured in the report’s
youth supplement.

Islamabad, Pakistan

Greater investment is needed to be
provided for the young people

This year, 