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The Central Asian Parliamentarian Conference on «Fa mily Policy in the Former 
Soviet Republics in the 21st Century», organised by  the Senate of Parliament of 
Kazakhstan and CIS Inter-parliamentarian Assembly t ogether with the Asian Forum 
of Parliamentarians on Population and Development ( AFPPD), funded by the Japan 
Trust Fund and the United Nations Population Fund ( UNFPA), was held on the 20-22 
September, 2007 in Astana, Kazakhstan. 
 
The Conference was attended by 53 representatives from 9 countries: Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Moldova, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Thailand, among 
which 28 members of parliament represented Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus’, Moldova and Russia. 
 

Opening Ceremony 
 
(Moderator: A.H. Bijanov, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Socio-Cultural 
Development) 
 
The Parliamentarian Conference on Family Policy began in the 
afternoon on the 20th of September 2007, and was opened by the 
deputy chairman of the Senate of the Parliament of Republic of 
Kazakhstan , Hon.  Kopeev Muhambet Jumanazaruly . He informed 
the participants of the long-term plan the Government of Kazakhstan 
was enduring, called “Kazakhstan -2030”. Strategies formulated in this 
long-term plan included new legislation for “Marriage and Family”, “Living minimum wages”, 
“Employment”, “Children’s rights”, “Pension coverage”, “Education” and other important 
legislative acts. Mr. Kopeev has informed the Parliamentarians of the economic expansion 
of Kazakhstan and an increase in financing of the social sector (in 2008 it is planned to 
invest 49,1% of the total budget). “These actions”, - said the deputy chairman. – “Led to a 
substantial population growth, for example, the number of children compared to the year 
2000, has risen by 70 000 births, and at present there are 2 090 000 children in 
Kazakhstan” 

 
 Dr. Prat Boonyawongvirot , Secretary-General AFPPD, Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) of Thai land,  informed 
that AFPPD is giving special emphasis to the Central Asian 
Parliamentarians’ involvement in its work each year, and that National 
level Programmes will also be supported. He further noted in his 
speech, that some problems, as virus infections might not be as big a 
problem in Central Asia as it is in the South-East Asia, but some 

problems remain common, as the problem of childhood and motherhood health. “If families 
are doing well, so will the nation”,- stressed the permanent secretary.  
 
“I understand that like in many parts of South-East Asia, mortality rates among children 
under the age of five is particularly troubling in Central Asia, and according to the World 
Bank is as a high as 53 per 1000 live births (2007) in Turkmenistan. As well, there is scope 
to improve maternal mortality rations which in Central Asia is around 65 per 100,000 live 
births” – Dr. Boonyawongvirot mentioned.    
 
He also informed the participants: “AFPPD places great value on this form on information 
exchange, and also recognizes the immense benefits that can be gained from inter-regional 
collaboration. That is why it is keen to expand its reach to Central Asia. It now publishes a 
Russian newsletter and sends out regular e-news reports. It is also pleased to have three 
member country committees from Central Asia – Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, 
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and looks forward to opportunities which may present to engage further with Uzbekistan 
and Turkmenistan. I am happy to see so many other CIS countries present here”.  
 
He had also touched on the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) mentioning that these 
topics will be discussed more broadly in the further sessions of the conference. He had 
welcomed the CIS countries to visit Thailand. 
 
Mr. Ragimzade Arif Gafar ogly , Chairman of the Standing 
Committee on Regional Issues of Milli Medjilis Parl iament of 
Azerbaijan , said: “After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, many 
countries were in a shocking state - economy has lost its leading 
positions and the cooperation that existed between our countries ceased 
in one moment”. “At present, Kazakhstan claims the leading position and 
it is quite logical, as the economy grows by 7 percent every year, more than half of the 
budget is used for the socio-cultural needs and I am happy that that this conference is held 
in this country”. 

 
Mr. Khaled Philby, Representative of United Nations  Population Fund 
(UNFPA) in Uzbekistan/Central Asia , extended his gratitude for the 
invitation to participate in the conference. He also announced that UNFPA 
will always be ready to support such events.  
“As you know this conference is a part of the strenuous efforts of the Asian 
Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFPPD) to 
increase awareness of national parliaments and governments about 
important population and development linkages and help them in the 

development and implementation of the relevant strategies”, – continued Mr. Philby. 
 
He said: “The topic of the conference is very close to UNFPA’s mandate and work because 
families are one of the major targets and beneficiaries of our work and we are happy to 
support these efforts.     
The fundamentals of UNFPA’s approach to family are clearly outlined in Principle 9 of the 
Programme of Action adopted by the groundbreaking International Conference on 
Population and Development held in 1994 in Cairo”.  
Mr. Philby also mentioned: “To achieve the fundamental goals of development, the ICPD 
Programme of Action calls on governments to formulate family-sensitive policies. 
International experience shows that comprehensive and successful family policy should 
embrace principles of gender equality and empowerment of women, promoting of which is 
one of the cornerstones of UNFPA mandate. At the same time it is impossible to imagine 
healthy and harmonious family without access to family planning services, further 
development and promotion of which remains one of the core UNFPA tasks.  
 
Safe motherhood is one of the major determinants of a happy family. This is why UNFPA 
intensifies its work in this area. I am pleased to let you know that in 2007 our organization 
concentrated its efforts on further support to maternal health. In 2007 UNFPA made men’s 
involvement in maternal health a theme for World Population Day. Just a few days ago in 
her last statement to the UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board Ms. Thoraya Obaid announced 
setting up a UNFPA trust fund on maternal health, which will be accumulating and 
distributing funds for maternal health programmes. Formulation of family oriented policy is 
impossible without taking into account contemporary demographic trends.  
 
All these areas are among primary and clear UNFPA priorities and countries of Central 
Asia can rely on UNFPA’s support in addressing them.     
In the area of family policy formulation in the CIS UNFPA strives to capitalize on earlier 
achievements and invest great efforts into promotion of international, while culturally 
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appropriate, standards and approaches to this areas We, in UNFPA, will continue these 
efforts and we heavily rely and count on the support of the national parliaments in this 
essential work”.  
 
He also extended regards from the Executive Director of UNFPA, Ms. Thoraya Obaid and 
the Deputy Chief, Division of Arab States, Europe and Central Asia (DASECA), UNFPA, 
Ms. Bettina Maas. 
 
Hon. Anatolii Grigor’evich Dernovoi, Minister, Mini stry of Public Health, 
Republic of Kazakhstan , welcomed the participants in the city of Astana 
and shared the plans of the Ministry of Public Health of Kazakhstan. 
“Strategies “Kazakhstan- 2030” have been carried out quite successfully and 
this year [2007] the Strategy is celebrating its 10th birthday. Close attention 
to these strategies is paid by the president of Kazakhstan – H.E. Nursultan 
Abishevich Nazarbaev. Every year the funding to support families is 
increasing; all the medical support for motherhood and childhood is provided 
by the government, for free; medical specialists are being trained; higher technology 
medical equipment is being purchased” – the Minister informed the participants. “As 
mothers and children comprise 60 percent of the total population of Kazakhstan, this topic 
is very important - it deserves attention on a high level and the current conference serves 
as a good example”, - closed his speech Mr. Dernovoi.  
 

 
 
 

 

Participants at the conference. 20 September 2007.  
Astana, Kazakhstan 
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1st plenary session:  

“Family related policies in CIS countries” 
 
(Moderator: Ahan Husainovich Bijanov, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Socio-
Cultural Development) 

 
Ms. Aitkul Baigazievna Samakova, Deputy of the Maji lis 
Parliament of Kazakhstan, Chairman of National Comm ittee on 
Family and Gender Policies at President Office of R epublic of 
Kazakhstan,  in her remarks said: “The trends seen today in the 
institute of marriage and families trouble the whole world – increase in 
the average age of people getting married, single-parent families, 
families without fathers, children being born within unmarried couples”. 

She also noted: “People want to have fewer children; there is an increasing number of 
people who have never been married, or have been living together without registering, 
following the Western fashion. All this undermines the institute of marriage causing social 
and health problems, such as alcoholism, narcotic addiction, sexual diseases, violence and 
youth crime.” 
 
The deputy continued her speech, sharing the information about families situation in 
Kazakhstan – in 2007 the number of families has increased (at present, there are 4.3 
million families in Kazakhstan), but the average number of members has gone down, 
especially worrying figure – 11% are families comprising of just mothers and children. Ms. 
Samakova stressed how important is at present situation to have social protection for 
women, gender equality at work and in the family. 
 
She also mentioned that efforts of the Government of Kazakhstan have been directed to: 

·  improving the gender equality situation,  
·  providing financial support to pregnant women and families,  
·  reducing the interest rates for entrepreneurial businesses,  
·  increasing the pensions,  
·  fortifying food products (iodised salt, flour with iron and vitamins),  
·  building medical centres for motherhood and childhood protection and cancer 

diagnostics,  
·  preventive measures for work traumas, bad habits and other man’s health problems, 
·  improving domestic violence situation by creating Crisis Centres that work 24 hours,  
·  enforcing laws on human trafficking, 
·  educating children and young people about non-violent behaviour, 

 
“Apart from legislative and government-taken measures, the mindset needs change; 
strategies must be re-formulated to suit present time trends and the mentality of people, - 
said Ms. Samakova. “To study these trends, a study has been launched by the 
Government and UNFPA, with the support of Mr. Khaled Philby”, – Ms. Samakova thanked 
the regional director of UNFPA for the support on this project. She also told of the project 
held together with UNIFEM to improve the gender equality and estimate budgets going to 
the needs of women and families. 
She concluded: “Studies show that only in families comfortable conditions are created – 
married people work harder, married men live longer, children with both parents living 
together study better and adapt faster in the society, family plays a vital role in social, 
cultural and economic development – therefore family protection is a topic that needs very 
close attention and action”.  
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2nd plenary session:  

“MDG’s in CIS countries – assessment” 
 
(Moderator: Mr. A.G. Ragimzade - Chairman of the Standing Committee on Regional 
Issues of Milli Medjilis Parliament of Azerbaidjan) 
 
“Millenium Development Goals in Kazakhstan and CIS countries” 
 
Mr. Aikan Akanovich Akanov, Director of the Public Health 
Institute, noted that the topic of the conference was very relevant 
these years. He then analysed the situation of MDG’s in Kazakhstan: 
 

1. Eradication of poverty - Kazakhstan occupies the second 
place after the Russian Federation and is now approaching 
Eastern European indices of the Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) and Purchasing Power Parity (PPP). The index of extreme poverty and 
hunger was lowered from 31 percent in year 2000 to 9 percent in year 2005. 

2. Education – the plan is to ensure all children are provided primary school education 
by 2015. Today this plan is almost 100 percent achieved. 

3. Gender equality - Kazakhstan has achieved considerable progress in the 
advancement of the women rights.  

4. Reduction of child mortality - the goal of Kazakhstan before UN is to “reduce the 
mortality of children below 5 years old to 2/3 during a period of 1990-2015”. 
Infantile mortality in 2001 was 19.4 per thousand, in 2003 – 15.5. In comparison 
with other CIS countries, Kazakhstan occupies 8th place, after Belarus, Ukraine, 
Russia and other countries. Child mortality is mostly the problem of western 
regions of Kazakhstan. 

5. Improvement of maternal health – the goal of Kazakhstan before UN is to “reduce 
maternal mortality by ¾ by year 2015”. For the years 1990-2005 the Government of 
Republic of Kazakhstan decreased maternal mortality approximately by 15-20 
percent, the figures are still higher than in Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, Russia, 
Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan. Maternal mortality is mostly the problem of the regions 
of Kazakhstan. 

6. Fight HIV/AIDS and Tuberculosis – these diseases are a large problem for many 
CIS countries, since 1990 the figures of infected grew 80 times. Kazakhstan 
compared to CIS countries, is in the middle – there is considerably worse situation 
in Estonia, Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, Latvia, Uzbekistan and Belarus'. Mr. Akanov 
suggested that strategy of fighting with HIV/AIDS be reviewed, as the problem 
persists and the goal might not be achieved by 2015.  
Tuberculosis (TB) indices in Kazakhstan are “not bad” -  TB diseases reduced by 
10-12 percent, mortality – by 15-20 percent, but relative to other CIS countries, 
Kazakhstan stands behind all - mortality in the republic exceeds the threshold, 
determined by WHO (World Health Organization). Kazakhstan, nevertheless, 
achieved short-term national goal fighting TB - the success of treatment reached 
80-82 percent. 

 
Also Mr. Akanov informed that Kazakhstan undertakes measures to improve the system of 
public health by allocating 2 billion US dollars and the President of the Republic, H.E. 
Nursultan Abishevich Nazarbaev, pays close attention to the social sector, therefore 
making it more probable to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. 
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“Millennium Development Goals in Tajikistan” 
 
Ms. Aziza Rahmatovna Hodjaeva, main specialist of t he Medical 
Service for women and children Organization, depart ment of 
family planning of the Republic of Tajikistan, also shared with the 
participants what is being done on the MDG’s in the Republic of 
Tajikistan: 
 

1. The level of child mortality, according to official statistics, in 2002 was 86,9 on 1000 
newborns, in 2005 it has decreased to 17,2. To solve the problem of child mortality, 
days of Immunisation are introduced (vaccination against diseases are performed 
in hospitals), safe motherhood is promoted in hospitals and medical centres, 
preventive measures for HIV and AIDS are carried out, breast feeding is promoted.  

2. The level of maternal mortality in 2002 was 46 out of 100 000 newborns, and in 
2005 it reduced to 33.2. Main reasons for maternal mortality still remain - 
obstetrical haemorrhage, gestosis, abortions and extragenital diseases and others. 
Since 2001 the country program began to work to guarantee safe motherhood - 
specialists were trained, pilot clinics have been established to provide professional 
medical care before, during and after labour. 

 
3. Since 2000 there were a lot of cases of HIV/AIDS infected registered – at present 

there are 872 infected (19 percent women, 81- men). Numerous programs are 
being conducted to fight HIV/AIDS, Global Fund on fighting HIV/AIDS has 
contributed 17 000 US dollars to Tajikistan. 
Malaria is also one of the big problems in Tajikistan since 1996. Deworming was 
carried out to treat the problem and now the cases of infected has decreased. 
Tuberculosis is another problem for Tajikistan that has been progressing. The 
Ministry of Health of Tajikistan has introduced a series of national programmes to 
fight the problem – more specialists were trained, preventive measures taken and 
many laboratories have been established to study the nature of diseases. 
 

Ms. Hodjaeva, has also informed the participants on the programmes UNICEF has been 
carrying out in the country to register and treat children’s diseases. But the problems of 
mother’s and children’s health still persist due to lack of Governmental financing, high rate 
of maternal and infant rates and high rate of HIV/AIDS infections. 
 
 
 
 
 

Senate Hall. 2nd session of the conference. 
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3rd plenary session  

“Status of women and motherhood in Central Asia” 
 
(Moderator: Mr. Beksultan Serikpaevich Tutkushev – deputy of the Senate of the 
Parliament of Kazakhstan) 
 
“The protection of motherhood and childhood in the republic Kazakhstan” 
 
Mr. Anatolii Grigor’evich Dernovoi, Minister, Minis try of Public 
Health, Republic of Kazakhstan, quoted the message of the 
President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, H.E. Nursultan Abishevich 
Nazarbaev - “main goal of Strategies Kazakhstan-2030 is to provide 
for a good living of those least protected members of society, that is 
children, mothers and the elderly”. The actions taken to improve the 
situation of mothers’ and children’s health are the following: 

·  2.5 times increase in financing of this healthcare sector 
·  Better observations and preventive measures taken for fertile women 
·  Provision of free iron and iodine-rich nutrients for pregnant women 
·  Children of age under 5 and teenagers provided free out-patient medication 
·  Prioritising provision of modern equipment for emergencies for pregnant women in 

hospitals 
·  Modern  programmes being implemented due to sufficient financing from the 

Government, UNICEF, WHO, USAID, CDC (Centres for Disease Control) and 
other organisations 

 
Mr. Dernovoi emphasises, that even though many steps have been taken to improve the 
situation, the maternal and infantile death rates compared to European indices is still high. 
The results of screening surveys also show that only 49 per cent of girls are healthy, which 
again is a low indicator and needs to be improved. 
The minister concluded that the plans of the Ministry of Public Health totally correspond to 
the MDG’s set by the General Assembly of United Nations, and with the efforts of the 
Government, Kazakhstan will be among the 50 most competitive countries of the world. 
 
After the speech of Hon. A. Dernovoi, discussions took place. Participants asked about the 
latest developments in the improvement of medical centres. Hon. Dernovoi replied that 
there are many centres being built at the moment in Astana – two national medical centres, 
special diagnostics centre (it will use most modern technologies, such as nuclear–magnetic 
technology), neurosurgery centre (unique with the specialists who studied  in Germany, 
England and America), scientific-research emergency centre, cardio surgery centre. 
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4th plenary session:  

“Ageing population, legal and social problems” 
 
(Moderator: Mr. A.H. Bijanov, Chairman of the Senate Committee on Socio-Cultural 
Development) 
 
Mr. Beksultan Serikpaevich Tutkushev, deputy of the  Senate of the 
Parliament of Kazakhstan,  Vice-General Secretary of AFPPD , provided 
statistical data published by UN – “People aged above 60 will triple in the 
future – and will contribute up to 20% of the total world population in 2050”. 
 
He continued with analysis of the ageing population in Central Asian and CIS 
countries: “Experts divide the dynamics of ageing into three groups as 
follows: 

1st group – Fast ageing rate, in 2050, elderly people (above 60 years old) will comprise 
25 percent or more of the population. Countries that fall in this group are: 
Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia, Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus. 

2st group – Average ageing rate in 2050, elderly people will comprise 20-25 percent of 
the population. Countries that fall in this group are Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 
and Kyrgyzstan. 

3st group – Slow ageing rate in 2050, elderly people (above 60 years old) will comprise 
20 percent or less of the population. Country that falls in this group is 
Turkmenistan (they have the youngest population among CIS countries). 

 
Mr. Tutkushev continued: “With such trends – the load on the working population will 
increase, the pressure on the Government pension budget will also rise, increased demand 
for health services will occur. We are currently looking on how to employ the pensioners to 
provide for their living, as the pensions are very low, and also to increase the birth rates – 
the coefficient of births must be no lower than 2.5 to support the ageing population in the 
next 10 years, as well as increase the average life expectancy from 65,8 years old to 70,5 
in year 2015”. 
 
“Pensioners comprise 11% (1 680 000) of the population of Kazakhstan, and that figure will 
increase 1.5 times in 10 years with the current ageing rate. By the official statistics of UN, 
Kazakhstan’s population of 65 years and above will comprise 28% (3 850 000people) of the 
total population”, - the Senator noted. - “In Kazakhstan the death rates for men of age 30-
50 are very high – every fifth men aged 30 doesn’t live to his 50ies. This is a huge problem, 
since it leads to many families left without fathers, women and children not being able 
support the elder generation, lesser opportunities for proper children’s education”. 
 
Mr. Tutkushev informed the participants on the actions done by the Government of 
Kazakhstan to prepare for such situation:  

·  Pension system has been reformed, to raise the pension age, to establish more 
rigid requirements for the designation of pensions, to form a Government funded 
accumulative pension fund, to develop private accumulative programmes for 
pensions and other 

·  National fund for future generations has been established and at present contains 
18 billion US dollars 

·  Improvement of the health care system that provides better services for the elder 
population 

·  Government continues to support motherhood and childhood (free provision of 
medications, etc.) 

·  Shifting from in-patient treatment to out-patient treatment 
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·  Medico-social support for individuals that may cause threat to the society is 
provided by Government for free or on special terms 

·  There are 79 boarding schools (among them, 35 – houses for elderly) functioning 
in the Republic of Kazakhstan at present, 18 000 people are fully-funded by the 
Government 

 
After the report, discussions took place. Participants wanted to know whether the gender 
policy will affect the birth rates in the country. The Senator provided answers that gender 
policies don’t affect only women, but also concern men and should stress on men more, 
because they are paid less attention with regards to medical help and support. 
 

 
5th plenary session:  

“Adolescents - their social and sexual status” 
 
(Moderator: Mr. B.S. Tutkushev – deputy of the Senate of the Parliament of Kazakhstan) 
 
“Protection of children’s rights in Kazakhstan” 

 
Mr. Alexander Zuev, the Representative of United Na tions 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in Kazakhstan, said that this topic is very 
close to UNICEF – protection of children. He also noted that noticeable 
progress in this sector [children’s status and adherence to children 
rights] is seen in Kazakhstan. 
 
He stressed the importance of issues of motherhood and childhood 

protection, improvement of children’s education. And also mentioned that the message of 
the President of Kazakhstan, H.E. Nazarbaev, to the people, where he addressed 
protection of mothers and children as a primary issue, in place of the stress on national 
security, external policies, political systems and such, was a great symbolic step towards 
the International Society and has gained great respect from the UNICEF 
 
In his report, the representative of UNICEF outlined the primary directions of the 
cooperation of UNICEF with the Government of Kazakhstan for years 2008-2009: 

·  Strengthening the legal protection of children and development of justice system 
with respect to minors; 

·  Support and development of family as the natural medium for children’s life 
support; 

·  Guarantee of safe motherhood and protection of children and adolescents health; 
·  Improvement of the nourishment of children and overcoming the scarcity of 

micronutrients; 
·  Guarantee of proper upbringing, quality and affordable education, as well as 

development of young children and children with limited abilities; 
·  Support of children in difficult conditions; 
·  Taking measures for development of children below 5 years old 

 
He also outlined several actions taken at present to improve the status of children in 
Kazakhstan: 
 
Support and development of the family -  he mentioned that among the actions taken in this 
area, are efforts to stabilise the family to provide for better physical, emotional and 
intellectual development of children; create special educational centres for children in 
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difficult conditions; form a system of medico-educational facilities for children with limited 
abilities and disabled children. 
 
Socio-legal system – improving the legislation to protect children’s rights, train specialists in 
the areas of children’s legislation; creation and improvement of legal system for minors, 
directed on rehabilitation and reintegration; elimination of child labour. 
 
Healthcare system – establishing institutions to provide for the children with limited abilities 
and provide early diagnostics for children with possible disabilities; implementation of 
programs to reduce the infantile and children’s death rates; provision of affordable medical 
services for children and adolescents, including preventive measures on drug, tobacco and 
alcohol consumption; fortification of food products, such as flour with iron; conduct 
programmes to fight HIV/AIDS. 
 
Education – provision of education to all the children in the country to quality education, 
including free basic education; improvement of education system, including interactive 
ways of learning, involvement of parent and society in education of children. 
 
“Protection of motherhood and childhood in the Repu blic of Uzbekistan” 
 
Ms. Djubatova Roza, representative of the Ministry of Public 
Health, Uzbekistan, shared the situation of the reforms on family 
policy in the Republic of Uzbekistan. 
 
Several programmes are being carried out at present to improve the 
situation of families in Uzbekistan:  

·  “Reforming the healthcare system”  under the supervision of 
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, H.E. Islom Karimov; 

·  “Strengthening mother’s and children’s health” programme together with the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), which helped provide modern equipment to many 
healthcare centres; 

·  “Zdorovie [Health]-2” programme is carried out at present together with the 
International Development Association (IDA), within which all the flour in the 
country is fortified with vitamin A and iron; 

·  Year 2007 is entitled “Year of Social Protection”, within which many projects and 
programmes are realised to provide social protection for children. 

 
Ms. Djubatova mentioned that the National Plan to improve the status of children in 
Uzbekistan includes the following main directions: 

·  Improvement of reproductive health protection system 
·  Screening of mothers and children for preventive purposes 
·  Constant training and improvement of specials’ knowledge 
·  Knowledge level of the population and improvement of the medical culture 
·  Cooperation with international organisations (such as UNFPA, USAID, WHO, ADB 

and others) to protect motherhood and childhood 
·  Improvement of the financial and technical base of the health institutions for 

obstetrics 
·  Improvement of blood transfusion services 

 
An question was asked about the import of common, unfortified flour into Uzbekistan 
whether it was prohibited, or not, Ms. Djubatova replied that since this year, non fortified 
flour will not be allowed in the territory of the country. 
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6th plenary session: 
“Role of Parliaments in family development” 

 
(Moderator: Mr. B.S.Tutkushev – deputy of the Senate of the Parliament of Kazakhstan) 
 
“Role of the Parliament of Belarus in family develo pment” 
 
Ms. Nina Vladimirovna Jdanuk, member of Standing Co mmittee of 
National Assembly Chamber of Republic of Belarus, shared with the 
participants that in the past 10 years, a new legislative base was 
formulated in the Republic of Belarus – several acts exist now to protect 
the rights of children and strengthen the family potential, among those 
are: 

·  Code of laws on “Marriage and family” – where the following are 
outlined: the rights and responsibilities of parents, regulations on 
divorce and children upbringing and financial support, 
guarantees for the pregnant women and women with 3 or more children; minimal 
alimony payment to children (50 per cent of the living minimum) 

 
·  Laws on children’s rights – among which are the prohibition of child labour, 

prostitution and pornography, human trafficking, involvement of children in military 
action;   

 
·  Government grants for families – all the families with children below 3 years old are 

provided government grants, families with children of 3 years and above are 
granted financial support depending on the total family income, among other grants 
are: reduction of taxes, provision of pre-school education for children, free 
alimentation and provision of medication for children below 2 years old for low-
income families. In the future, Ms. Jdanuk informed, the grants will increase for 
families with one child – a fixed grant of 400 US dollars will be paid, and for families 
with 2 and more children – a fixed grant of 600 US dollars will be paid. Therefore, 
at present, 70 percent of families with children in the Republic of Belarus use some 
of the privileges offered by the Government. 

 
·  Guarantees of social protection for orphan-children – at present [since January 

2007] there are 32500 orphan-children in the republic of Belarus. To support these 
children the Government guarantees financial support, provision of education in 
governmental schools for free, attendance in cultural and sports activities free of 
charge, free use of some modes of public transportation and other grants. 

 
Some questions were asked to the member of the Standing Committee regarding the 
budget devoted to social needs – according to Ms. Jdanuk, it composes 65% of the total 
budget. 
Another issue discussed was adoption, Ms. Jdanuk previously being a Director of a 
boarding school for orphans, responded that adoption rates have decreased, due to 
demographic problems (ageing of population) and International adoption rates have also 
declined due to stricter regulations of the Government of Belarus to ensure safety of 
adopted children. 
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Closing Speeches 
 
Dr. Prat Boonyawongvirot , Secretary-General AFPPD, Permanent Secretary, Minis try 
of Public Health (MoPH) of Thailand, spoke at the closing session. He said: “Conference 
approaches the end, but we begin our work on the programs on family policy not only in the 
CIS countries, but also in Asia. The cooperation with international and nongovernmental 
organizations must be improved. The situation with the older generation must be improved 
I can see that breast feeding is an important topic in the countries of Central Asia. The first 
drop of milk has many vitamins and is also charged emotionally. It is the immunity and the 
talent, given from the mother to the child”.  
 
Dr. Boonyawongvirot extended the gratitude on behalf of the Asian Forum and the Ministry 
of Health of Thailand and Mr. Yasuo Fukuda, AFPPD chairman, who was appointed the 
Prime–Minister of Japan, for the invitation to the forum and wished everyone good luck in 
their work on family policies. 
 
Hon. Ahan H. Bijanov, Chairman of the Senate Commit tee on Socio-Cultural 
Development, also wished the participants good health and luck. 
“I think that the tasks, which we put before ourselves were accomplished. We exchanged 
our opinions, information about the experience of different countries on problems and ways 
of solving these problems of family policies. In our opinion, this will contribute to the 
improvement of legislative base and entire work, related this socially significant issue for 
any country and any nation – the issues of family and marriage.”  

 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Boonyawongvirot presents the pin with 
the Royal Crest to Mr. Bijanov  

Astana, Kazakhstan 

Adoption of declaration in Okjetpes Sanatorium 
Borovoye, Kazakhstan 
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ASTANA DECLARATION 

Central Asian Parliamentarian Conference on 
“Family Policy in the Former Soviet Republics in th e 21st Century” 

 
22 September 2007 

Okjetpes, Kazakhstan 
 

The participants met at Kokshetau, Okjetpes sanator ium, in Kazakhstan, on the 22 nd 
of September and adopted the following declaration after a lengthy debate. 

Participants at the conference, taking into account the obligations undertaken during 
ratification of Convention on Children’s Rights, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
International pacts concerning economic, social and cultural rights guided by the 
documents of the International Organization of Labour, the World Health Organization, 
European Social Code and by European Social Charter and other international legal 
reports, which guarantee the social and economic human rights, after increasing social 
awareness and considering effective budget allocations in the interests of a family, 
RECOMMEND: 

1. In accordance with national priorities, which result from Development Strategies 
(“Kazakhstan- 2030”), as well as international obligations, which result from the 
convention of United Nations about children rights and approval of the Millennium 
Development Goals, to pay special attention to needs, interests, rights of family and 
children, realization, monitoring and evaluation of social policies and Government 
budget and development of the corresponding normative legal acts. 

2. To examine questions related to the preparation of the projects of National 
Programmes “Family policy in each of the CIS and Central Asian countries”. 

3. To improve legislation in the areas of family policy, public health and education of 
citizens.  

4. To contribute to an increase in financing for education, public health and social 
protection of children, young people and families on the basis of effective investment 
in the development of human potential - an important factor of economic prosperity 
and stable development of the country. 

5. To coordinate the process of developing a further plan of action for Governmental 
agencies, International organizations and non-governmental organisations to 
increase the effectiveness of the budget policy that considers the protection of rights 
and interests of the young generation, large families, children with limited abilities. 

6. To improve the norms and standards of social services for families and children, and 
also the system of monitoring and estimation of these services based on developed 
countries experience, thus creating the possibilities of benchmarking with 
international standards and systems of monitoring and estimation. 

7. To develop system-based measures and carry out monitoring of the standard of living 
of the population on a regular basis, taking into account the possibility of expanding 
the indicators, which can track not only the processes of reduction in population 
poverty, but also the quality of living within the framework of the protection of 
motherhood and childhood, monitoring demographic processes taking into account 
ethnic groups of the population, processes of internal and external migration. 

8. To focus attention of parliaments and decision-makers on questions of an aging 
population, the development of their social protection, increasing the possibilities for 
additional education, creation of work places and development of pension reform. 
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ANNEX 
 

Agenda 
Central Asian Parliamentarian Conference on  

«Family Policy in the Former Soviet Republics in th e 21st Century»  
  

20-22 September 2007 
Astana, Kazakhstan  

 
 

Thursday, 20 September  

08:00-10:00 Arrival of participants. Check-in 

10:00–12:30 CIS Inter-Parliamentary Meeting “Social Policy and Human Rights” 

12:30 -13:30 Lunch 

13:30–14:00  Registration of participants for the conference (Senate Hall). 

AFPPD, Deputies of Kazakhstan, Russian Federation, Belarus, Moldova, 

Ukraine, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan 

14:00-14:30 

 

 

14:05-14:10 

 

14:10-14:15 

 

14:15-14:20 

 

14:20-14:25 

14:25-14:30 

 

Opening  remarks by Chairman of Senate of Parliament of Kazakhstan 

(Moderator: Ahan Husainovich  Bijanov  Chairman of the Senate 

Committee on Socio-Cultural Development) 

Welcome by Deputy Chairman of the Senate of the Parliament of Republic 

of Kazakhstan, Kopeev Muhambet Jumanazaruly  

- Dr. Prat Boonyawongvirot  - Secretary-General AFPPD, Permanent 

Secretary, Ministry of Public Health (MoPH), Thailand 

- Mr. Ragimzade Arif Gafar ogly  – Chairman of the Standing Committee on 

Regional Issues of Milli Medjilis Parliament of Azerbaijan 

- Mr. Khaled Philby  – Representative, UNFPA in Uzbekistan/Central Asia  

- Mr. Anatolii Grigor’evich Dernovoi – Minister, Ministry of Public Health, 

Republic of Kazakhstan 

Group Photo 

14:30-14:50 

 

 

14:50-15:10 

 

15:10-16:00 

1st plenary session: “Family related policies in CIS c ountries”  

(Moderator: Ahan Husainovich  Bijanov  Chairman of the Senate 

Committee on Socio-Cultural Development) 

- Ms. Aitkul Baigazievna  Samakova - Chairman of National Committee on 

Family and Gender Policies at President Office, Majilis Parliament of 

Kazakhstan 

Participation of country representatives, discussions. 

16:00-16:15 Coffee break 
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16:15-16:35 

 

 

16:35-16:55 

 

16:55-17:15 

 

 

17:15-18:00 

2nd plenary session: “MDG’s in CIS countries – assessm ent”   

(Moderator: Mr. Ragimzade Arif Gafar ogly- Chairman of the Standing 

Committee on Regional Issues of Milli Medjilis Parliament of Azerbaidjan) 

- Mr. Aikan Akanovich Akanov  – Director of Public Health Institute, 

Kazakhstan 

- Ms. Aziza Rahmatovna Hodjaeva – Chief specialist of the Medical 

Service for women and children, department of family planning of the 

Ministry of Public Health of the Republic of Tajikistan  

Participation of country representatives, discussions 

19:00-20:30 Reception by Ahan Husainovich  Bijanov  Chairman of the Senate 

Committee on Socio-Cultural Development.  

Dinner at “Rixos President Hotel - Astana” hotel. 

Friday, 21 September  

9:30 -9:50 

 

 

 

9:50-10:10 

 

10:10-10:30 

3rd plenary session: “Status of women and motherhood i n Central 

Asia”  

(Moderator: Mr.  Beksultan Serikpaevich Tutkushev – Deputy, Senate of 

the Parliament of Kazakhstan) 

Participation of country representatives, discussions 

- Mr. Anatolii Grigor’evich Dernovoi – Minister, Ministry of Public Health, 

Republic of Kazakhstan 

Participation of country representatives, discussions. 

10:30 -10:45 Coffee break 

10:45 -12:30 

 

 

11:05-11:25 

 

11:25-12:00 

4th plenary session: “Ageing population, legal and soc ial problems”  

(Moderator –Ahan Husainovich  Bijanov  Chairman of the Senate 

Committee on Socio-Cultural Development) 

- Mr.  Beksultan Serikpaevich Tutkushev – Deputy, Senate of the 

Parliament of Kazakhstan  

Participation of country representatives, discussions  

12:30 -13:30 Lunch 

13:30 -13:50 

 

 

13:50-14:10 

14:10-14:30 

 

5th plenary session: “Adolescents - their social and s exual status”  

(Moderator: Mr.  Beksultan Serikpaevich Tutkushev – Deputy, Senate of 

the Parliament of Kazakhstan) 

- Mr. Alexander Zuev – Representative UNICEF in Kazakhstan 

- Ms. Djubatova Rosa , representative of the Ministry of Public Health of 

Republic of Uzbekistan  

Participation of country representatives, discussions 
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14:30 -14:50 

 

 

14:50-15:10 

 

15:10-15:30 

6th plenary session: “Role of Parliaments in family de velopment”  

(Moderator: Mr.  Beksultan Serikpaevich Tutkushev – Deputy, Senate of 

the Parliament of Kazakhstan) 

- Ms. Nina Vladimirovna Jdanuk – member of Standing Committee of 

National Assembly Chamber of Republic of Belarus  

Participation of country representatives, discussions 

15:30 -16:00 Closing of the conference 

16:30 -20:00 Travel to Shukinsko-Borovskaya sanatorium.  

Check-in at “Okjetpes” hotel. 

21:00-22:00 Reception by Mayor of Kokshetau. Dinner.  

Saturday, 22 September  

9:00 -10:00 Breakfast 

10:00 -11:00 Declaration at “Okjetpes” resort 

11:00 -12:00 Excursion around the sanatorium area, and the health facilities 

12:00- 15:00 Return to Astana 

 Departure of participants 

 
 

 

Representatives from the Ministry of Public Health of Thailand together with 
Sen. B. Tutkushev and Mr. Khare, Executive Director of AFPPD. 

Borovoye, Kazakhstan 
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Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and 

Development 
 

Phyathai Plaza Building., Suite 9-C., Phyathai Road 
Bangkok 10400   Thailand 

Tel: +66-2-219-2903-4 
Fax: +66-2-219 2905 

e-mail: afppd@afppd.org;  
www.afppd.org 

 

 
Senate of the Parliament of Republic of Kazakhstan 

 
 
The Senate, Parliament House,  
Astana 010000, Republic of Kazakhstan 
Tel: +(73172) 74 72 41 
Fax: +(73172) 20 85 12 
http://www.parlam.kz/ 


